
 

 

7th March 2018 

Dear parents, 

Many thanks to those of you who were able to join me and the senior leadership team at the Head’s Annual 

Update – it was a thoroughly convivial evening and we all very much enjoyed the opportunity to meet with 

you after the event.  

As part of the presentation I outlined the digital aspect of our teaching and learning strategy and I am 

writing today to clarify the details. The UAE Vision 2021 calls for a “complete transformation of the current 

education system and teaching methods. The National Agenda aims for all schools, universities and 

students to be equipped with Smart systems and devices as a basis for all teaching methods, projects and 

research”. As part of the UAE Unified Inspection Framework schools are explicitly required to demonstrate 

their engagement with the National Agenda as well as outline their action plan for innovation. 

However, as a College we take a very measured and evidence-informed approach to educational 

innovation. We will not simply innovate for the sake of it but because we believe that any changes will 

produce a demonstrable improvement in our students’ educational outcomes. Research from the 

Educational Endowment Fund in the UK does suggest that the opportunities presented by digital 

technologies to support learning can lead to moderate learning gains of an additional four months’ 

progress per year. 

As such during the course of this academic year all staff have been issued with Microsoft SurfacePro devices 

and they have been specifically tasked with researching, designing and exploring how to implement the 

responsible and appropriate use of digital devices, activities and contexts in their subject. Any devices, 

activities and contexts should complement the skills on the DC Learner Profile (thinking, linking, 

analysing, creating, enquiring, risk taking and resilience) and never impede levels of student progress. 

Now that we have laid the groundwork for the use of digital technology to support learning, from 

September 2018, students will be expected to bring a device to school. The device should ideally have a 

touch screen and a stylus. However, given the experimental nature of the use of digital 

technology, students are encouraged to experiment with any device which they currently 

own in the first instance. Please do not feel obliged to rush out and buy anything new. 

If, however, you are coincidentally about to purchase a new device for your son or daughter we can 
recommend the following devices: 
 
Option One: 
(1) HP Pro x2 612 – Product Code X4C20AV 
(2) HP Elite x2 1012G2 – Product Code Y5E19AV 
   
Option Two:  
(1) SurfacePro – Product Code FJY-00006  
(2) SurfacePro – Product Code FKG-00006  
  
It is important you purchase devices with these product codes as we know that they work in the Middle 
East. 



 
Rest assured, however, that as a school we will not be asking our students to spend hours staring a screen 
or compelling them to forfeit their preferred approaches to note-taking or organisation. Digital devices, 
activities and most excitingly new online contexts will be used judiciously to enhance the learning 
experience. 
 
I hope this clarifies our expectations for next year. Also attached to this communication you will find a full 
copy of the presentation from the Head’s Annual Update for your reference. 
 
Wishing you all the best for the rest of the term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Michael Lambert 
Headmaster 
 


