
 

 

8th February 2018 
Dear parent, 
 

CAR PARKING: CLOSURE OF GATE 1 FROM 18TH FEBRUARY 
 
The time has come when we are going to have to close Gate 1 to all visitors and parents.  With 
effect from Sunday 18th February, pick up and drop off for all students will be the Auditorium 
Car Park.  It is appreciated that this will cause further delays especially at pick up time, so 
please consider how this will affect you and adjust your plans accordingly.   
 
We know that you are busy and may have other activities to get to, but can I suggest that you 
consider the timing of these to give yourself enough time to deal with the added congestion.  
To assist in the flow of cars, we will be moving all staff and student cars away from this car 
park which will help us to fit more cars in.  However, as many of you will appreciate, the 
limiting factor is often how quickly cars can re-join Hessa Street owing to the issues caused by 
the parking situation in and around Choueifat School. 
 
As a reminder: 

 The pick-up point for students is in the area in front of the Auditorium, not up by the 
new building.   

 The pick-up point covers the full width of the car park.  There is a yellow grid across 
the car park which we would like the students to use to cross the flow of the cars.   

 Cars should go towards the pick-up area.  As students can cross safely using the yellow 
path please use the full width to expedite the pick-up process.  

 It is not necessary to drive right up to the Auditorium area; your child will be allowed 
out once your car is in an appropriate place; they will not be allowed to walk to the top 
of the car park.  Whilst this may seem strange, we are trying to ensure all the students 
are safe by keeping the area shared by students on foot and cars controlled.  This will 
enable staff to keep an eye on a limited area. 

 
We do spend a good deal of time discussing the car park and how to manage it better.  We feel 
it is as safe an environment as it can be.  We do understand that some people may be in a hurry 
and may, on occasion, get frustrated; whilst you are concerned about your children, we are 
concerned about the over 250 students that are being picked up at this time.  The fact that the 
car park is normally free flowing less than 15 minutes after the bell indicates things are not too 
bad.  We are grateful for the patience and good sense of the majority of parents/drivers which 
makes this happen.  However, we do not have the monopoly on good ideas; if anyone has any 
suggestions as to how things could be done better please feel free to share them. 
 
We know we can work with only one car park as we have done it before.  Please bear with us, 
come later if you can to avoid the crowds, or even consider the bus if the routes are convenient.  
We will keep a close eye on things to try and keep the delays to a minimum and hope you also 
plan accordingly. 
 
Regards, 
Kieran Dempsey 
Bursar 


